American Contract Bridge League

District 8 Board of Directors Annual Meeting

Saturday August 11, 2012

Gateway to the West Regional

Renaissance Hotel, St. Louis MO.

Members and Officers Present: Debbie Avery, Chuck Briggs, Michael Carmen, Jay Coleman, Scott Davis, Karl Dencker, Rajahneen Dencker, Richard Ellis, Martha Leary, Chris Patrias, John Pree, Chris Shaw, Mary Beth Shaw, Ron Sholes, Carole Sholes, Neil Whittle, Hugh Williams, Steve Zenk.

Members and Officers Absent: Jim Davis, Margaret Hansell, Georgia Heth, John Kinst, Tom Oppenheimer, Debbie Romero, Karen Walker, Milt Zlatic.

Mr. Dencker called the August 11, 2012 Annual Meeting of the District 8 Board of Directors to order at 9:30 AM. Mr. Dencker called for a moment of silence in memory of Dalton Darnell who passed away unexpectedly this morning. The District 8 Board formally recognized the many years of service Mr. Darnell had given to the District, his Unit, and the game of bridge. He was a valuable asset to this District and his passing will be missed greatly. Mr. Dencker welcomed Karen and John Coe to the meeting representing Dalton and Marcia Darnell and asked them to extend the District’s sympathy on Dalton’s passing to Unit 223. Mr. Dencker introduced the newest Board member and President of Unit 208, Carole Sholes.

Mr. Ellis moved to accept the minutes of the May 26, 2012 Board of Directors meeting as presented. Second Mr. Carmen. Carried.

Treasurer’s report: Ms. Avery presented the registers for the District’s checking account and money market to the Board for review. Ms. Avery distributed the current report of income and expense, an overview of the final income and expense for the prior year, and copies of the District’s tax return and Illinois Charitable Organization Annual report. Mr. Carmen moved to accept the documents as presented. Second Ms. Leary. Carried

Ms. Avery submitted the proposed budget for calendar year 2013 for the District Board’s approval noting the absence of an expense item for any future NABC. Mr. Coleman moved to amend the proposed budget to fund any future District 8 NABC in the amount of $1500.00 per year. Second Mr. Carmen. Carried

President’s report: No report.

ACBL Directors report: No report.

Finance Officer’s report: Mr. Carmen noted that he had reviewed the financial records of District 8 for the prior year and they appeared to be in good order. He acknowledged that he was in receipt of the July 2011 through June 2012 documents and will be reviewing them.
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Charity report: Mr. Dencker noted that he was still in the process of scheduling the District wide charity game.

Goodwill report: No report.

Discipline report: No report.

Appellate report: No report.

Education report: Mr. Shaw reported on the success of the youth bridge camp and the remarkable instructors and counselors that attended. The dates for 2013 are June 31-July 6. He requested that Jay Winter be appointed as Education Chair so that he could devote his time to the youth bridge coordination. Mr. Dencker formally approved Mr. Winter as Education Chairman.

 Youth Coordinator report: Ms. Shaw distributed a report on the effects of Bridge on student standard scores on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills. The spreadsheet tracked the progress of students who had bridge skills and those who did not. This report indicated gains in all areas of test scores for students who learned and played bridge.

Tournament Coordinator report: Mr. Patrias entertained questions regarding STaC stratification and averaging within different events.  He distributed a list of tournament calendar dates covering the next 8 years.

STaC report: Mr. Davis reported that he felt that the STaC reporting time had been streamlined. The 2012 Fall STaC will be held November 1-7.  Mr. Beye will be the Director in Charge. He will be sending out a notification email to all Units the first of September about the event. Mr. Dencker noted that Mr. Davis had done a remarkable job of coordinating the STaC event. Mr. Pree moved that the District’s Stratification be 0-750, 750-2000 and 2000+ with averaging if applicable. Second Mr. Ellis. Carried.

Regional Tournament reports:
Champaign: Ms. Sholes presented the financial report for Champaign. She noted that the table count was up and that all went well.

Crystal Lake/Paducah: Mr. Dencker reported that attendance had fallen a bit but that the tournament went very well. Ms. Coe noted that the financial report and the check for the District were with Mr. Darnell’s papers and would be presented at the Ft. Wayne meeting.

St. Louis: Mr. Carmen noted that all was going well and that attendance was up by about ten percent.

Page 3

Minutes of the August 11, 2012 District 8 Board of Directors Annual Meeting

Future Regional Status Reports:

Ft. Wayne: Mr. Ellis handed out flyers for the 2012 Ft. Wayne regional to be held October 1-7. He noted that he had promised Bob Carteaux that he would work with the committees in Ft. Wayne for as long as he was needed.

Champaign: Ms. Sholes presented the schedule for the 2113 Illini Regional. Mr. Carmen moved that the schedule be approved as presented. Second Mr. Coleman. Carried.

Crystal Lake/Paducah: Mr. Dencker and Ms. Coe presented their schedule. Mr. Coleman moved to accept the schedule as presented. Second Mr. Pree. Carried.

Nominating: Mr. Carmen presented the 2013 slate of candidates. The committee nominated Ms. Romero for President and Ms. Leary for Vice President. Mr. Dencker called for nominations from the floor. Being no further nominations Mr. Carmen moved to close the Nominations. Second Mr. Coleman. Carried. Mr. Sholes moved to accept the slate as presented. Second Mr. Pree. Carried.

NAP Status Report: Ms. Leary reported that the District final of NAP would be held November 10 at the Eagles Club in Springfield Illinois. 

GNT Status report: No report.

Promotions: None.

Old Business: None.

New Business: Mr. Sholes reminded the Board about the Senior Olympics Bridge September 12, 2012 in Springfield, Illinois.

Being no further business before the District 8 Board of Directors, Mr. Coleman moved to adjourn the August 11, 2012 District 8 Board of Directors Annual meeting. Second Mr. Zenk.

Respectfully submitted

Deborah Avery
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