American Contract Bridge League

District 8 Board of Directors Annual Meeting

Saturday August 13,2011

Gateway to the West Regional

Renaissance Hotel, St Louis MO.

Members and Officers Present: Debbie Avery, Chuck Briggs, Michael Carmen, Jay Coleman, Dalton Darnell, Marcia Darnell, Karl Dencker, Rajahneen Dencker, Richard Ellis, Georgia Heth, Martha Leary, John Pree, Debbie Romero, Chris Shaw, Ron Sholes, Neil Whittle, Hugh Williams, Steve Zenk.

Members and Officers Absent: Bob Carteaux, Jim Davis, Margaret Hansell, John Kinst, Tom Oppenheimer, Chris Patrias, Karen Walker, Chuck Zalar, Milt Zlatic.

Mr. Dencker called the August 13, 2011 District 8 Board of Directors Annual meeting to order at 9:30 AM.

Mr. Ellis moved to accept the Minutes of the May 28, 2011 of the District 8 Board of Directors meeting as presented. Second Mr. Briggs. Carried.

Treasurer’s report: Ms. Avery presented the registers for the District’s checking account, money market, certificates of deposit, current income and expense reports and the District’s tax return for the Boards review. Ms. Leary moved to accept the documents as presented. Second Mr. Sholes. Carried. Ms. Avery presented the proposed budget for calendar year 2012. Mr. Carmen moved to accept the proposed budget as presented. Second Mr. Darnell. Carried.

President’s report: Mr. Dencker acknowledged Marcia Darnell the new Board member from Unit 223, Neil Whittle the new Board of Governors member, and Jay Winter a guest of Chris Shaw and counselor at the Youth Bridge Camp.

Mr. Dencker reappointed Ms. Avery as Secretary-Treasurer and Chris Patrias as Tournament Coordinator.

ACBL Directors report: Ms. Heth reported that the ACBL board meeting in March spent considerable time on hiring the new CEO of the ACBL. The new CEO’s employment contract is pending. She noted that the masterpoint formula is being changed based on strength of field. The total amount of masterpoint awarded at any tournament will remain essentially the same but the flight A events will award slightly more and flight C slightly less. ACBL hopes to have this implemented in 2012. The ACBL score program will be updated and improved. She also noted that the Current CEO Jay Baum was in attendance in St. Louis.

Finance report: Mr. Carmen reported that he had reviewed the financial records of District 8 and that they all seemed to be in order. He has received the current year records and will review them.
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Charity report: Mr. Dencker noted that he has received some checks for the tornado relief fund. The committee who will determine the distribution of the funds will consist of Ms. Romero, Mr. Sholes, and Mr. Carmen.

Goodwill report: Ms. Heth asked for nominations to the National Goodwill committee.

Judiciary reports:


Discipline: No report.


Appellate: No report.

Education report: Mr. Shaw introduced his guest who commented on his experience as a camp counselor. He said that it had been an enjoyable and fulfilling experience and that he was looking forward to next year. The camp expects to increase the number of campers next year. Mr. Shaw is still working on bridge lessons online in conjunction with Western Illinois University.

 Mr. Darnell moved that the District 8 Board extend its appreciation and an official thank you to Chris and Mary Beth Shaw for all of their hard work and involvement in the Youth Bridge program. Second Mr. Pree. Carried.

Tournament Coordinators report: No report.

STaC report: No report.

Regional Tournament report: 

Ft. Wayne: Mr. Ellis presented the financial report for the 2010 regional.

Champaign: No report.

Paducah: Mr. Darnell presented the financial report for the Metropolis Regional. He noted that he felt that attendance was down due to the flooding and the lack of hotel rooms available. Mr. Darnell presented the schedule for the 2012 regional. He has proposed to shorten the tournament to a five-day event by omitting the Saturday and Sunday events. The site hotel increases the room rates over the weekend and the attendance drops off dramatically. He has spoken with the ACBL and this change will not affect the status of the split regional status with Northern Illinois. Mr. Coleman moved to approve the schedule proposed by Mr. Darnell and the five-day venue. Second Mr. Carmen. Carried.

Crystal Lake: Mr. Dencker presented the schedule for the 2012 Regional. Mr. Darnell moved to accept the schedule as presented. Second Mr. Ellis. Carried.
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Regional Tournament reports cont.:
St. Louis: Mr. Carmen noted that it appeared that attendance would be down this year and that he was looking at adjusting the schedule for 2012.

Future Regional Tournament Status reports: 


Ft. Wayne: Mr. Ellis reported that all was on track for September 19-25.

NAP Status report: No report.

GNT Status report: The GNT event is scheduled for May 5-6, 2012 at the Eagles club in Springfield. We have lost the $250 room deposit from the bankrupt Eagles club in Riverton. There will be mass emails going out from the ACBL for both NAP and GNT District 8 finals.

Promotions: Mr. Ellis presented an outline of marketing tips and strategies used by other units, clubs and tournaments to increase attendance. Mr. Sholes noted the success of Easy Bridge offered in Springfield. Mr. Dencker sends postcards to players that haven’t been attending club games recently.

Old Business: Mr. Sholes thanked St. Louis for posting signs asking tournament participants to refrain from using fragrance. After discussion, Mr. Sholes withdrew the deferred motion on the fragrance free policy for District 8. It will be rewritten and brought forward at a later date. 

New Business: none.

Being no further business before the District 8 Board of Directors Mr. Carmen moved that the August 13, 2011 District 8 Board of Directors Annual meeting be adjourned. Second Mr. Coleman. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted

Deborah Avery

District 8 Board Secretary

Minutes of the August 13, 2011 District 8 Board of Directors Annual meeting

