American Contract Bridge League

District 8 Board of Directors Meeting

Saturday May 23, 2009

Illini Regional

Hilton Inn Gardens, Champaign Il.

Members and Officers Present: Debbie Avery, Chuck Briggs, Michael Carmen, Bob Carteaux, Jay Coleman, Dalton Darnell, Karl Dencker, Rajahneen Dencker, Georgia Heth, Martha Leary, Tom Oppenheimer, John Pree, Chris Shaw, Ron Sholes, Glenn Smith, Mike Tomlianovich, Chuck Zalar.

Members and Officers Absent: Chris Benson, Karen Coe, Jim Davis, Lynne Feldman, Leah Newell, Chris Patrias, Debbie Romero, John Samsel, Karen Walker, Liz Zalar, Milt Zlatic.

Mr. Coleman called the May 23, 2009 District 8 Board of Directors meeting to order at 9:30 AM.

Mr. Carmen moved to accept the minutes of the September 27, 2008 District 8 Board of Directors meeting as presented. Second Mr. Carteaux. Carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Ms Avery presented the income and expense report and current check register for the Board’s review. Mr. Darnell moved to accept the documents as presented. Second Mr. Zalar.

President’s Report: No report.

ACBL Directors Report: Ms. Heth called for nominations for the Junior and Youth Ambassador positions by June 1. She noted that the ACBL Board will be entertaining a proposal to have St. Louis host a Nationals she will have more information for the District at the August Board meeting. The new site for National Headquarters has been acquired and will be located in Mississippi but will still have a Memphis address.

Finance Report: Mr. Carmen reported that he had completed his review of the financial documents and that they were in good order.

Charity Report: Mr. Dencker reported that the District Wide Charity week would be the first week in October.

Goodwill Report: Ms. Heth called for nominations to the National Goodwill and Charity Committees by September 1.

Judiciary Reports:


Discipline: No Report.


Appellate:  No Report.
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Education Report: Mr. Shaw presented a pamphlet that outlined the nationwide bridge education work being done in the schools that include Effingham County IL. and the Youth Bridge Camp in Carlinville IL. He reported on the Foundation for the Preservation and Advancement of Bridge, which has just been started this year. This is a charitable foundation that will help support youth bridge activities. He asked the District 8 Board to consider what role the District or the Units within District 8 would play in supporting this venture. 

Mr. Carmen noted that the work that Mr. Shaw has done with Youth Bridge in District 8 has been phenomenal.

 Mr. Carmen moved that the District 8 Board formally recognize the work and achievements of Chris and Mary Beth Shaw in the area of Youth Bridge. Second Mr. Darnell. Carried. 

Tournament Coordinators Report: No report.

STaC Report: Mr. Tomlianovich asked the board if they felt that hand records should be used for STaC games.

 Mr. Darnell move that the District 8 STaC games will not be required to use hand records. Second Mr. Pree. Carried. 

Mr. Tomlianovich noted that the District 8 STaC schedule has been challenged by the ACBL. 

Mr. Carteaux moved that the District 8 STaC schedule retain dayside Saturday and Sunday games and dayside and evening games Monday through Friday. Second Ms. Leary. Carried. 

Mr. Carteaux moved that the District 8 STaC Life Master designation be removed for stratification purposes. Second Mr. Pree. Carried.

The STaC strata are 0-500, 501-1500, 1501+.

Regional Tournament Report:

Champaign: Mr. Zalar reported that the attendance is up and all is in order.

Ft. Wayne: Mr. Carteaux reported that the attendance at the Ft. Wayne Regional was up.

Future Regional Status Reports:
Paducah/ Rockford: Mr. Darnell is working on weekend room rates issues but that all is in order and looking promising.

Mr. Dencker reported that all is in order in Rockford.
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Future Regional Status Reports cont.:


St. Louis: Mr. Carmen reported that all was on target.

Ft. Wayne: Mr. Carteaux reported that he had fliers and that it was looking good for September.

NAP Status Report: Mr. Tomlianovich reported that the NAP final will be held in Riverton November 14-15. He asked that each Unit coordinator submit the names of all qualifiers to him.

 Mr. Carmen moved to change the finals of the NAP from a two-day event to a one-day event for all flights. Second Mr. Sholes. Carried.

GNT Report: Ms. Heth presented the financial report and noted that while revenues were down, the net remained the same due to cost cutting. A discussion of a one-day vs. a two-day event is deferred until St. Louis.

 Mr. Darnell moved that Ms. Heth have the flexibility to select the date of the GNT event. Second Mr. Pree. Carried. 

Promotions: No report.

Old Business: A straw poll of the Board found little interest in changing meeting times.

Being no further business before the District 8 Board of Directors, Mr. Zalar moved that the May 23, 2009 District 8 Board of Directors meeting be adjourned. Second Mr. Carteaux. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted

Deborah Avery

District 8 Board Secretary

Minutes of the May 23, 2009 District 8 Board of Directors Meeting

