American Contract Bridge League

District 8 Board of Directors Meeting

Saturday May 24, 2008

Champaign Illini Regional

Hilton Garden Inn, Champaign, IL.

Members and Officers Present: Debbie Avery, Michael Carmen, Bob Carteaux, Karen Coe, Jay Coleman, Dalton Darnell, Karl Dencker, Rajahneen Dencker, Georgia Heth, Martha Leary, Chris Patrias, John Pree, Debbie Romero, John Samsel, Chris Shaw, Ron Sholes, Mike Tomlianovich, Chuck Zalar.

Members and Officers Absent: Chris Benson, Jim Davis, Richard Ellis, Lynne Feldman, Leah Newell, Karen Walker, Milt Zlatic.

Mr. Carteaux called the May 24, 2008 District 8 Board meeting to order at 9:30 AM. He introduced Dan Morse, the President of the ACBL. Mr. Morse told the Board that the ACBL was doing well, that membership was up, and that the future looked bright. He thanked all of the hard working volunteers who make up the backbone of the ACBL and asked for continued input from all members.

Mr. Coleman moved to accept the minutes of the September 28, 2007 District 8 Board of Directors meeting as presented. Second Mr. Dencker. The Ft. Wayne Board meeting lacked a quorum as a result, the minutes from St. Louis required approval. Mr. Coleman moved to accept the minutes from the St. Louis Meeting. Second Mr. Dencker. Carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Ms. Avery presented the final income and expense report, current income and expense report, and the District check registers for the Board’s review. Mr. Coleman moved to accept the documents as presented. Second Mr. Dencker. Carried.

President’s Report: Mr. Carteaux introduced Debbie Romero, the new Unit 143 representative to the Board. He noted several transfers into District 8 and one transfer out.

ACBL Director’s Report: No report.

Finance Report: Mr. Carmen reported that the audit has been completed and is in order.

Charity Report: Mr. Carteaux noted the receipt of a thank you note from CASA for the District’s donation to the organization. The District Wide Charity week is scheduled for the first week in October 2008.

Goodwill Report: No report.

Judiciary Report:


Discipline: Mr. Carmen noted that there were no actions pending.

Appellate: No report.
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Education Report: Mr. Shaw reported that Unit 223 has provided funding to start a school bridge league in Effingham County. The funds were used to equip the schools with boards and bidding boxes for six schools for after school bridge clubs.

 The teachers held five tournaments in conjunction with the program. Grants from the ACBL were used to pay the teachers. Sixty students from the Effingham area participated in these tournaments. Unit 223 has agreed to provide funding for the top pair to go to the youth NABC. District 8 will have representation of at least five students in Atlanta for the youth NABC. Mr. Darnell moved that District 8 and Unit 223 split the costs for the travel expenses to the Youth NABC for these students. This funding shall not exceed $1000 from District 8. Second Ms. Leary. Carried. Mr. Shaw further noted that the School Bridge League and the Regional Office of Education number 40 located in Carlinville IL. have entered into an agreement for a full time teaching position to support a bridge program in the Ford County area served by Regional Office of Education 40. He reported that they would be covering Ford, Greene, Calhoun and Macoupin Counties. They want to take this program to more counties in the future.

Tournament Coordinators Report: Mr. Patrias urged all Tournament Chairmen to get their sanctions for Regionals in at least three years in advance of the event and Sectionals at least one year ahead.

STaC Report: Mr. Tomlianovich reported that District participation was down for the Spring STaC. The ACBL will be changing the amount charged to the District for STaC games. Mr. Tomlianovich reported that the 2008 Fall STaC would be held October 27 through November 2. The option of using hand records for STaC games was discussed. Mr. Coleman moved to keep District 8 STaC deals random rather than using hand records. Second Mr. Dencker. Carried.

Regional Tournament Reports:


St. Louis: Mr. Carmen reported that the attendance for the 2007 was down.


Ft. Wayne: Mr. Carteaux reported that Ft. Wayne had about 1000 tables.

Champaign: Mr. Zalar reported that at this time Champaign was down about 50 tables.

Future Regional Status Reports:


Ft. Wayne: Mr. Carteaux reported that everything is on track and looking good.
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Future Regional Status Report Cont:

Paducah/Rockford: Mr. Darnell reported that they are ready and everything looks good for Paducah. Mr. Dencker reported that everything looks good for Rockford.

St. Louis: Mr. Carmen reported that due to the loss of attendance in 2007 Unit 143 has made changes in the MVR Tournament schedule for 2008.It was noted that schedule approval for the 2008 St. Louis Regional was carried out by Executive Board action. Mr. Zalar moved to ratify the Executive Board decision to approve the schedule. Second Mr. Sholes. Carried. 

NAP Status Report: Mr. Tomlianovich reported that the 2007 NAP event went smoothly. The 2008 NAP will be held November 8-9 in Springfield IL.

GNT Status Report: Ms. Heth submitted the 2007 GNT report for the review of the Board. She noted that the lack of participation by the flight C players was disturbing. She urged club managers to promote the event to their flight C members.

Promotions: None

Old Business: Ms. Heth reported that she is continuing to research the By-Law and Standing rules.

New Business: None.

Being no further business before the District 8 Board of Directors Mr. Coleman moved that the May 25 meeting of the District 8 Board of Directors be adjourned. Second Ms. Leary. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted

Deborah Avery

District 8 Board Secretary

Minutes of the May 25, 2008 District 8 Board of Directors meeting

