American Contract Bridge League
District 8 Board Meeting
Saturday May 27 2017
Hawthorn Suites Champaign Illinois

Board and committee members present:  Debbie Avery, Michael Carmen, Gary Chaney, Karen Coe, Jay Coleman, Marilyn Croft, Ardythe Edwards, Terry Goodykoontz, Kimberly Grant, Martha Leary, Marci Meyer, John Pree, Debbie Romero, Linda Seibert, Ron Sholes, Gary Goersch, Linda Goersch, Georgia Heth, Chris Shaw, Mary Beth Shaw, Neil Whittle.

Board and committee members absent: Paul Hartke, Rick Beye, Karen Walker, Liz Zalar, Milt Zlatic.

Mr. Carmen called the May 28, 2017 District 8 Board of Directors to order at 9:30 AM. Ms. Leary moved that the minutes of the August 20, 2016 as presented. Second Mr. Sholes carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Ms. Avery submitted the final income and expense report for calendar year 2016, the current income and expense report for 2017, the District check, money market registers and the NABC CD statement for the Boards review. Mr. Coleman moved to accept the documents as presented. Second, Ms. Croft carried.

President’s report: Mr. Carmen introduced a guest from Unit 239. He reported that we have had 2 transfers out of the District and 6 who have transferred in. He noted that this would be the last meeting for Karen Coe. He expressed the Board’s appreciation for her service to the District and that we would miss her presence. Mr. Carmen announced that Debbie Avery will serve as Secretary-Treasurer, Ron Sholes as Disciplinary Chair and that Rick Beye would continue as Tournament coordinator. The email approvals of the 2017 regional schedules for Unit 154 and Unit 143 were all affirmative. 

ACBL Director’s report:  Ms. Heth announced that she was up for re-election in 2017. She noted that she has been very busy with the CEO search committee and the CDR committee meetings. She hopes that all of these issues will be resolved in Toronto. She is retiring from her job in July and feels that she will have more time to devote to her bridge affiliations.
 Addressing the issue of District clubs participating in remote regionals, Ms. Romero noted that one of their clubs has signed up to participate in an upcoming regional in June. Board members voiced concern regarding the impact on District 8 regionals if individuals can play in remote regionals at their clubs.
Mr. Coleman moved that subject to chapter 9, C. 7.1 pursuant to that of the convocation District 8 is choosing not to run online events at their regional bridge tournaments and they are choosing not to participate in online events at regional bridge tournament run by other Districts. Second Ms. Croft carried.

Charity committee report: Ms. Croft distributed her report from 2016 and she indicated that the District wide Charity game would be the entire month of October with the proceeds again going to help fund the Youth Bridge Organization.

Goodwill committee report: No report.
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Judiciary Committee reports: Mr. Carmen noted: That a member of Unit 154 brought charges against Unit 154. The District 8 Disciplinary Committee found in favor of the member. Unit 154 appealed the District 8 decision to the ACBL. The ACBL Appeals Committee reversed the decision of the District 8 Disciplinary Committee and the case was dismissed.

Education committee report: Ms. Shaw conveyed her appreciation to the District Board for its continued monetary support of the Youth Bridge Organization through funding and the charity games. She noted that Youth bridge camp number nine will begin in four weeks for 40 campers. The seventh Adult Bridge camp is coming up in October at Lake Williamson.

Youth Coordinator report: No report.

Tournament Coordinator report:  No report.

Regional Tournament reports:

Champaign 2017 updates: Mr. Goodykoontz reported that the tournament was about the same or up a few tables from 2016.

St. Louis: Mr. Carmen reported that they hosted 1334 tables in 2016 which was an increase from 2015.

Ft. Wayne: Ms. Grant reported that they hosted 784 tables for their fall regional

Future Regional Tournament reports:

Crystal Lake 2017: Ms. Croft reported that all was on schedule for 2017. She noted that they were going to have to negotiate a new agreement for their site for 2019 and beyond. She feels that they may have to be creative to secure the site. She asked for email approval for their 2018 schedule as it won’t be ready for the August meeting.

Effingham 2017: Mr. Coleman reported that the site is in the Holiday Inn which has a smaller playing area. The number of events offered has been pared back and they have received a $2500.00 grant from the city of Effingham. They have pending contracts for the 2018 regional.

St. Louis 2017: Mr. Carmen reported that all is on track.

Ft. Wayne 2017: Ms. Grant reported that all preparations were on track.


STaC report: Ms. Goersch reported that the 2017 Fall STaC is October 30 – November 5. She indicated that they had a steep learning curve but they feel comfortable with the process now. She noted that the increase in fees had helped the bottom line. They will be sending out an informational email prior to the event.  
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NAP report:  Ms. Leary distributed the 2016 NAP report for the Board to review. The date for the 2017 NAP is November 12. The event will be held at the Wyndham Garden, Urbana Illinois. 

GNT Status Report: Ms. Leary reported that the turnout was a little disappointing but the District was able to show an increase in revenue due mostly to the fact that there was no rent charged by the Rochester Library. The 2018 dates are Saturday and Sunday May 5-6. Ms. Leary asked for a volunteer to become the GNT Chairman.

Old Business: Combo pair/team event needs to have a Conditions of Contest that are clearly stated to avoid the issue of two top flight pairs being assigned to the same team. 

New business: Ms. Romero and Mr. Sholes will research the handicapping of KOs.

Being no further business before the District 8 Board of Directors Mr. Coleman moved to adjourn the May 27 meeting of the District 8 Board of Directors. Second, Mr. Sholes carried.


Respectfully submitted

Deborah Avery
District 8 Secretary
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